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granted him. " The favour which I most earnestly beg/' said the saint,
" is, that as you have but a very short time to live, you lay aside all worldly
business and thoughts, and employ your strength and all your powers in
thinking on your salvation, and in preparing yourself to the best of your
power for your last passage." His holiness received this tender advice
with great comfort, and the cardinal gave strict orders that no one should
speak to the pope upon any other subject He continued by his uncle's
bed-side to his last breath, never ceasing to dispose him for death by all
the pious practices and sentiments which his charity could suggest; and
administering himself the viaticum and extreme unction. Pope Pius IV
was also assisted in his last moments by St Philip Neri, and died on the
loth of December in 1565, being sixty-six years and nine months old, and
having sat six years wanting sixteen days. His last words as he expired
were, " Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace." In the con-
clave, in which St Charles had much the greatest sway, our saint's conduct
was such as convinced his colleagues that he had nothing but the glory of
God and the good of the church at heart, and that the most subtle passions
which so often blind men in their views, and insinuate themselves into their
actions, had no place in his heart. At first he had thoughts of preferring
Cardinal Morone, whose moderation, zeal, and experience had recom-
mended him at Trent, or the most pious Cardinal Sirlet; but finding
obstacles raised, he concurred strenuously to the promotion of St Pius V,
though he was a creature of the Caraffas, and consequently esteemed no
friend to his uncle and his family. The saint in his letter to Cardinal
Henry of Portugal, giving an account of this election, says that entering
into the conclave, he had looked upon it as his principal duty and care to
watch over himself with great circumspection, and examined narrowly his
heart for fear of being seduced by any personal affection or interest which
might have any secret influence and infect the purity of his views and
intention. St Pius V, who was chosen on the yth of January in 1566,
did all in his power to engage St Charles to stay at Rome and accept of
the same employments which he had enjoyed under his predecessor. But
the holy archbishop feared that even to resign his church without having
remedied the disorders which had taken root in it would have been to
abandon it; and pressed his return to his people with such zeal that the
pope, after having taken his advice for several days, dismissed him with
his blessing.

St Charles arrived at Milan in April 1566, and went vigorously to
work for the reformation of his diocese. He began by the regulation of
his own family, considering that the task would be easier when all he could
prescribe to others was already practised at home. He laboured, in the
first place, for the most perfect sanctification of his own soul, the episcopal
character being a state of the greatest perfection and sanctity, and was
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